
Testimony of Vittorio Iannuzzi 

Name: Vittorio 

Surname: Iannuzzi 

Nationality: Italiano  

Gender: m 

Profession: Italian doctor in service for the Italian occupation forces in Ethiopia 

Camps of imprisonment:  

St. George's Prison, Addis Abeba, Ethiopia,  

Akaki Radio Station, Akaki, Etiopia,  

Source: Command of his Imperial Majesty (Ed.), 1950, Documents on Italian War Crimes submitted to 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission by the Imperial Ethiopian Government, Vol. 2: Affidavits 
and published documents, Addis Abeba: Ministry of Justice, p. 15-16: Extract from Affidavit No. 19 

Note: The affidavits were collected after the war from many parts of Ethiopia and each was sworn 
before a judge or magistrate or public official. In cases where the witness was illiterate his deposition 
was written down in Amharic and then read over to him before the Judge or official appointed for the 
purpose. English translations were prepared for submission to the United Nations War Crimes 
Commission, and these have since been revised and checked with the originals for publication. 

 

I, the undersigned, name: Doctor Iannuzzi Vittorio, age: 40 years, nationality: Italian, 
profession: Doctor, address: Addis Ababa, do hereby take oath and say as follows:- 

(1) On September 18th, 1936, I arrived in Ethiopia. In the beginning I was working in the 
Hospital Regina Elena. It was a military hospital. I worked there until March, 1937. Then I 
was transferred to be in charge of the Akaki and St. George's prisons, as I had been in 
charge of prisons in Italy. The chief of the prisons was Commendatore Macri, who came 
here in order to organize the prisons. He was principal director and inspector of the 
organization of prisons at the Ministry of Justice in Italy. He came here with a staff of ten 
persons (some of them were Bellissimo, St. George's prison, and Stappacchetti, Akaki 
prison).  

(2) There were in St. George’s prison 800 to 1,000 prisoners on an average. The capacity of 
that prison was at that time no more than 600. In the beginning there were not many 
commodities in the prison because it was not yet organized: the prisoners were not given 
any clothes, but thev got one blanket each. 

I started to work there when the organization had begun. At that time the prisoners were 
given meat three times weekly. They got two pieces of bread of the same quality which was 
given to the ascaris. Criminals, political prisoners, Moslems and Christians were separated 
from each other, and the women were kept in a special department. In the beginning they 
were allowed to have one hour's walk every day; but, as I saw in some departments there 
were too maw prisoners. I arranged that they could get two hours' walk daily. 

There were cases of dermotyphus and recurrent fever. This sickness came from the lack of 
hygicnc in the prison. 

(3) In the first period we had three or four deaths in one week. When the prison was  too 
crowded we had four to five deaths daily. After some time we obtained from the Government 
a "bonifìca" station. We used to examine the new prisoners in a separate room before they 
were allowed to join the others. 
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In this wav the number of deaths decrcased to a minimum. I observed that sonic prisoners 
were kept too long a time in the prison before they were taken to the court, but that was a 
matter which did not Concern me. 

(4) I cured some prisoners who had been whipped (not in the prison, but outside). When I 
noticed such things it was my duty to make a report, and this I did. Sometimes some 
prisoners arrived wounded from fighting or from killing somebody, and they were naturally 
often wounded themselves. I cured also this kind of prisoner and I made my reports. There 
was a lack of water, but we were doing all we possibly could to supply the prison with drinking 
water from outside. 

(5) The prisoners were supplied at first with food from their relatives; but afterwards, as I saw 
that they got too much one day and less another, it was not good for their health, I allowed 
them to get food from their relatives three times a week only. 

In the beginning there was no canalization [sewerage system] and for this reason tins were 
used for W.C. purposes. Only in 1939 the prison was provided with water closets. 

(6) The chief of this [the Akaki] prison was Stappacchetti, capo guardia, maresciallo. The 
prison had at that time about 700 prisoners. The Akaki prison was less crowded than St. 
George's prison. The prisoners who were brought there were already condemned. The 
capacity of this prison was 500 prisoners. The prisoners were kept always in cells. They were 
allowed to walk in the fresh air one hour each day and the cells were opened also for one 
hour in the afternoon. The food was the same as in St. George", prison. Also here we had 
cases of sickness, but less than in St. George's prison, because it was not so crowded. As in 
St. George's prison there was also a lack of water at the beginning, but it was organized later 
on. 
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